
SUBGROUPS
At-Risk Opioid 

Users
TDMED* 50 <120 mg

High-Dosage Opioid Users
TDMED* 120 mg+

Opioid “Shoppers”
(>3 opioid providers & 

  >3 pharmacies)

Older White Males 
(Ages 46+)

Women of 
Childbearing Age  

(Ages 19-44)

BACKGROUND

Things to Know 
About This Study

DATA SOURCE
Recipient Provider Claims  
Within the SC Medicaid  

Management Information System

PRESCRIPTION MONITORING PROGRAM (PMP) TIMELINE

Anyone  
who was  
19 years  
of age  
or older TH

E S
TU

DY
  

IN
CL

UD
ED those who had  

Cancer, Sickle Cell  
Disease, were in  
a Nursing Home,  

or were in  
Hospice 

=
A total study  
population  

of  
236,282
people 

CY 2013-2016

THE DATA WAS 
ANALYZED BY

buprenorphine,  
butorphanol, codeine,  

dihydrocodeine,
fentanyl, hydrocodone,  

hydromorphone,  
levorphanol, meperidine, 
methadone, morphine,  

nalbuphine, opium,  
oxycodone,  

oxymorphone, 
pentazocine, tapentadol,  

and tramadol

OPIOID PRESCRIPTIONS  
INCLUDED

had  
ONE or more 

opioid  
prescriptions  

during the study  
timeframe

 CY2013  CY2014 CY2015 CY2016

Baseline Year
(No PMP)

PMP Began PMP in Full 
Effect

DEMOGRAPHICS

Age

Gender

Race/Ethnicity

GEOGRAPHIC
PATTERNS
OPIOID USE

PRESCRIPTION OPIOID 

OVERDOSE

HEROIN OVERDOSE

HEPATITIS C

STATISTICS
CHANGE IN #/% OF:
ALL OPIOID USERS

AT-RISK OPIOID USERS
HIGH-DOSAGE USERS

OPIOID SHOPPERS
OPIOID USERS BY DRUG

RISK OF:
AT-RISK/HIGH-DOSAGE USE

OPIOID SHOPPING
PRESCRIPTION OPIOID  

OVERDOSE
HEROIN OVERDOSE

HEPATITIS C

AND
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*TDMED (Total Daily Morphine Equivalent Dose) is the total amount of opioid drugs pre-
scribed to a patient daily, expressed in terms of a common unit, milligrams of morphine. 
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